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From the WHO resolution to its implementation in 
Member States
• In May 2019, the resolution « Improving the transparency of markets 

for medicines, vaccines, and other health products » was adopted
• Soon after its adoption, launch of OTMeds in France in order to watch 

and support the implementation of the resolution in the country



From a theorical resolution to concrete actions for 
its implementation
• From June 2019 to September 2019, OTMeds focused on developing 

a document to define concrete elements and items for which was 
identified that transparency was needed. This document was called
“the transparency check-list” and is divided in 8 topics.
• Available from : https://otmeds.org/outils/transparency-checklist/

https://otmeds.org/outils/transparency-checklist/






The « transparency amendment »

• In September 2019, based on the transparency check-list, OTMeds initiated a 
work with Members of the Parliament and the Senate in France for them to 
include transparency elements in the “PLFSS 2020” (the bill on Social security 
budget for the following year), through amendments.
• An amendment, co-written by MP Caroline Fiat (La France Insoumise) and Olivier 

Véran (then MP, now MoH) was adopted in November and December 2020. 
• But it was unvalidated by the Conseil constitutionnel on December 21, 2019. 
• The next year, in October 2020, the same amendment was proposed and 

adopted. A decree was finally issued last year for its implementation. This 
amendment requires transparency on public funding received by pharmaceutical 
companies, when they ask for a reimbursement at the CEPS (the committee in 
charge of negotiating the price of medicines in France).
• This amendment/decree is the first step of the implementation of the 

transparency resolution in France.



What is the evidence on legal measures to improve the 
transparency of markets for medicines, vaccines and other
health products (World Health Assembly resolution WHA72.8)? 
(2021)

Available from : 

https://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/evidence-informed-policy-
making/publications/2021/what-is-the-evidence-on-legal-measures-to-improve-the-
transparency-of-markets-for-medicines,-vaccines-and-other-health-products-world-
health-assembly-resolution-wha72.8-
2021?fbclid=IwAR33qnRiD0r_HmPsPfoOg1jumyb5z565URfcAg6y85bTPibelHYaJFLZnGI









Articulating transparency, with production & 
intellectual property right issues
• From October 2020 to March 2022, OTMeds worked 

on a report, asked by the political group at the 
European Parliament, on the possibility of relocating 
the production of pharmaceuticals in Europe. 
• The report highlights the importance of 

transparency, for States to be able to implement the 
industrial policies responding to the issues of drug 
shortages and the dynamic of increase of prices.

• Download the report : 
https://otmeds.org/publications/relocation-of-pharmaceutical-
industry/
• Watch the Graduate Institute webinar : 
https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/local-production

https://otmeds.org/publications/relocation-of-pharmaceutical-industry/
https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/local-production


Launch of the relocation of production & transparency report in Paris, 1st October 2021



Building evidence - research project

• OTMeds continues its work to build evidence on the importance of 
transparency in medicines policies, including through various 
projects, with the School of Law (“Clinique du droit”) of Sciences-Po 
Paris.



Raising awareness & call for transparency on 
COVID-19 vaccine contract : the pandemic
• The COVID-19 pandemic has unfortunately shown the consequences of 

opacity on health product, including on the contracts negotiated by the 
European Commission (EC) on COVID-19 vaccines. 
• It has also shown opacity around contracts for drug candidates and for PCR 

and rapid-test kits.
• It provides many news examples of how the issues of opacity, intellectual 

property and production are interconnected. 
• For OTMeds, it was also the opportunity to raise awareness including in 

media, on this subject. The subject of medicines prices has long been 
ignored by the French population.  



Raising awareness, in a context of geostrategical 
conflicts & global instability 



Raising awareness

• OTMeds continues its work to raise awareness including 
in medias.

• As an example, tomorrow, OTMeds will appear in a 
documentary on the TV, ARTE (the French/German TV 
channel) that shows the consequences of the lack of 
transparency, in particular in France, but also in other 
countries. 

• To watch the full documentary :
https://www.arte.tv/fr/videos/097606-000-A/medicaments-les-
profits-de-la-penurie/?fbclid=IwAR3d9HzPx7jElOV2ea6RyzCj-
Gj7xi65RoQAStN_Lx4vD_UCdTqRLi8Hy5E
• To watch the trailer : 
https://www.arte.tv/fr/videos/097606-000-A/medicaments-les-profits-de-la-
penurie/?trailer=true&fbclid=IwAR0XmTR3j24Y2zozH_TuqAf-
NToY7YDCsB4TrPscrm_eM5sp9c0ZFIKFuFs



Thank you !

www.otmeds.org

Twitter/Facebook : @OTMeds

Instagram : @OTMeds_

http://www.otmeds.org/

